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Call for experiences and good pratices in the use and application of the Voluntary Guidelines for the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security 

[image: ]Template for submissions (approximately 1000 words in total)

Please use this submission form to share your experiences and good practices in the use and application of the Voluntary Guidelines for the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security.  For the necessary background and guidance, please refer to the topic note: http://www.fao.org/fsnforum/activities/open-calls/CFS_right_to_food.
You can upload the completed form to the FSN Forum (www.fao.org/fsnforum) or send it via email to fsn-moderator@fao.org.
Title of the experience   
	The role of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food (UNSR RTF) in providing regional fora for dialogue on the right to food



Geographical coverage 
(E.g. national, or regional if several countries of the same region, or global if several countries in more than one region) 
	Regional



Country(ies)/Region(s) covered by the experience 
(E.g. Kenya, Tanzania and Malawi) 
	Latin America, Africa




Your affiliation 
(Please indicate government, UN organization, civil society/NGO, private sector, academia, donor or others) 
	FAO



How have the VGRtF been used in your context? Which specific guidelines of the VGRtF was most relevant to your experience?
(E.g. VGRtF have been used to develop legislative framework on the Right to Food, with specific reference to Guideline 7) 
	The VGRtF were the basis to discuss how to make concrete steps forward towards the realization of the right to food at national level. 



Brief description of the experience 
	With the idea of building bridges, providing incentives for dialogue, breaking silos and promoting cooperation across the borders, FAO co-organized with the OHCHR a number of events, in particular involving regional or sub-regional groups of expert, or to promote the interaction with the UN Special Rapporteurs on the Right to Food. Since 2011, three Regional Expert Consultations on the Right to Food were organized together with the UN OHCHR and the UNSR RTF in Colombia (2011), Kenya (2012), and Senegal (2013) bringing together more than 50 food experts, parliamentarians and policy-makers from each region.



Who was involved in the experience? 
(Please indicate as many as relevant e.g. government, UN organization, civil society/NGO, private sector, academia, donor or others)
	Government, institutions, UN organization, civil society/NGO, media, and in some instances donors. 



How were those most affected by food insecurity and malnutrition involved? 
(E.g. participation of CSOs representing food insecure and malnourished segments of the population in all training) 
	Through the participation of CSOs and farmers organizations



Main activities
(E.g. training of CSOs, lawyers, parliamentarians, government) 
	Dialogues, roundtable discussions, technical presentations, experience sharing, learning from best practices



Timeframe
(Please specify starting date, and ending date/or if ongoing)
	2011-2013



Results obtained/expected in the short term, with quantitative aspects where feasible (estimate of the number of people that have been or will be affected) 
(Please indicate the number of people that have been directly involved in activities, e.g. 6 training sessions involving 250 people)
	Increased awareness and capacity and understanding on what it means in practice to progressively realize the right to food at country level. 



Results obtained/expected in the medium to long term, with quantitative aspects where feasible (estimate the number of people that have been or will be affected)
(Please indicate the number of people that have been or are expected to be indirectly affected by activities e.g. training leading to drafting legislative framework that was adopted by parliament and has potential impact on entire population of about 5 million people)
	Countries take actions in order to progressively realize the right to food at country level.



Results obtained – most significant changes to capture 
(Please indicate any significant change that resulted from the activities, e.g. change in the behavior of local authorities regarding the inclusion of civil society stakeholders in decision making, or the participation of vulnerable groups in the implementation of some programs, or a national ombudsperson/human rights institutions that started to include the Right to Food in their reporting, or changes in the access to justice, conflict resolution or administrative processes)
	These events offered a unique opportunity to a range of experts from different institutions and organizations, in different regions, to present practical solutions and concrete actions on ways to promote the right to food through legislation and strategies, as well as to strengthen accountability through monitoring and claims mechanisms. The main results of these consultations were a register of commitments by the participants to take concrete actions once back in their respective countries. Among such commitments: members of parliament would explore possibilities to create networks of parliamentarians; CSOs would identify possibilities to strengthen their networks on the right to food; Human Rights Commissions would seek dialogue with small scale farmers; farmers organizations would inform their networks about the right to food and its relevance.



What are the key catalysts that influenced the results?
	The impartial role of the UNSR on the right to food, the commitment of countries towards the right to food and towards further discussing it, and sharing experiences, and taking action for its realization.



What are the major constraints/challenges for achieving the Right to Food?
	These were discussed during the expert consultations and involve different technical areas or ranges of issues according to the national context which is key. Challenges can vary from political commitment, to lack of awareness and/or capacity, or lack of institutional mandates to monitor this human right, as well as little presence of civil society organizations dealing with food security and nutrition issues from a human rights perspective, etc.



What mechanisms have been developed to monitor the Right to Food?
	Each country presented its own experiences during these events, including on monitoring the right to food. 



What good practices would you recommend for successful results?
	[bookmark: _GoBack]These events highlighted the importance of multi-stakeholder dialogue and what it means for countries to be able to share their experiences when an impartial broker (FAO, the UNSR) provides them a forum to do so. During these events parliamentarians, government officials, representatives of CSOs, human rights institutions and intergovernmental organizations, exchanged very rich and encouraging experiences on the practical aspects of the implementation of the right to food at national level. The constructive and trustful dynamic of this dialogue showed that it is possible to include all relevant sectors around one common agenda - the right to food as a reality for all - and to replicate this dynamic at the national level.



Links to additional information 
	http://www.fao.org/righttofood/our-work/current-projects/rtf-country-level/en/ 
http://www.fao.org/righttofood/news-and-events/news-detail/en/c/179363/
http://www.fao.org/righttofood/news-and-events/news-detail/en/c/124038/
http://www.srfood.org/images/stories/pdf/officialreports/20131025_rtf_en.pdf
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