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Dear Members,

Our new online discussion “Food Security and Nutrition in
APEC Economies. Sharing lessons learned and looking into the
future” kicked off with 24 contributions over the first few
days. Please find below the list of participants and links to
their posts, which you can also read in the proceedings
document.

This discussion invites food security practitioners to share
views on how food security can be improved in Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) economies and beyond.

The discussion will feed into the APEC Food Security Training
and Workshop hosted by the Chinese Academy of
Agriculture Sciences on September 7-9, 2015.

Feedback is welcome on the following questions: How can
smallholder farmers benefit from global value chains?
What is the most striking example of measures that have
improved Food security and Nutrition in your country in
the last decade? What are the challenges for policy
implementation in your country related to food security
research? How can we ensure the participation of youth in
the wider food security dialogue?

You will find the topic introduction and the questions
proposed for the debate below and on the website in English,
French, Spanish and Chinese. Please send your comments in
any of these four languages to FSN-moderator@fao.org or post
them online on the discussion page.

We wish to thank all participants so far for making this
exchange so lively and look forward to further exchange!

Your FSN Forum team

Some of the main points that emerged form teh comments so far.

How can smallholder farmers benefit from global value chains?

Consolidating plots and farms into larger businesses can be a solution

Organizing into cooperatives can increase bargaining power of farmers

It is necessary to help small farmers comply with international rules and standards

Need to encourage women to have a greater role

The linkage between farmers, intermediaries and consumers is key

Link smallholder farmers in developing countries to lucrative markets worldwide

Support their willingness to upgrade and adopt new technology (e.g. precision farming)

Complete the move toward a market economy

Adopt Increase extension services

Farmers need access to credit in order to be able to invest in innovate

Increase consumer concern in developed countries for farmers facing poverty

How can we ensure the participation of youth in the wider food security dialogue?

Early introduction of the concepts of food security into school curricula

Nutrition education Make the rural areas more attractive (rural development)

Engage youth through modern channels (internet)

Youth needs to see agriculture as an innovative activity that can provide them a promising
future

Challenges to food security

The balance between drive for self sufficiency and preservation of resources

Information given needs to be relevant to the local conditions

The gap between entrepreneurial farming and family farming can widen.

Food losses and waste throughout the supply chains
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